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,TO   THE   PUBLIC. 


m 


H  E  N  the  writer  of  the 

4  folio  wing  narrative  firil 

took  up  his  pen  to  give  an  ac- 
^  count  of  the  extraordinary  man 
"<  whom  he  has  attempted  to  de* 
^  fcribe,  he  intended  it  fhould  make 
lb  its  appearance  in  a  newfpaper.  But 
*>  his  memory  retracing  a  fiumber 
J  of  circumftances    of  which  he 
^  was  a  fpe£lator,  and  having  heard 
"^of  others  from   undoubted   au- 
^  A  thority. 


(  "  ) 

thority,  he  was  imperceptibly  led 
forward,  until  the  narrative  be- 
came of  too  great  length  to  ap- 
pear in  a  public  print.  The  par^. 
tiality  of  a  few  friends  for  the 
performance,  who  think  it  not 
unworthy  of  public  curiofity,  has 
induced  the  author  thus  to  offer 
it  in  the  Ihape  of  a  fmall  pam- 
phlet. To  the  graces  of  didioii 
the  author  pretends  not,  the  vi- 
ciffitudes  of  his  own  life  having 
unfortunately  left  him  but  little 
opportunity  of  cultivating  them. 

The  iliades  alfo  which  form 

the 


(  "1  ) 

the  charadter  of  the  perfon  here 
delineated,  are  fo  ftrongly  mark- 
ed of  themfelves,  as  to  catch  the 
eye  of  the  moft  carelefs  obferver, 
and  leave  but  little  for  the  pen 
to  difcriminate. 

The  ambition  therefore  of  ap- 
pearing in  print,  was  certainly 
not  the  motive  which  has  influ- 
enced him.  Neither  could  poli- 
tical motives  have  any  weight 
with  a  man,  the  circumftances 
of  whofe  fituatlon  peculiarly  ab- 
ftraft  him  from  parties  of  any 
kind  :  and,  if  fuch  had  been  his 
A  2  motives 


motives,  he  IS  altogether  igiK)rant 
of  the  nature  of  Mr.  Bowles's 
embafly,  any  farther  than  from 
public  report,  which  ismofllikely 
to  be  erroneous. 

The  embafly  is  doubtlefs  a 
friendly  one,  and  as  fuch  he 
wifhes  it  fuccefs.  The  heart  of 
the  author  therefore,  warm  with 
the  recollection  of  heroic  acSions, 
is  alone  in  fault;  which  is  the 
only  apology  he  offers  for  his 
temerity.  But  as  there  are  fome 
things  which  glance  at  the  cha- 
rafter  of  Individuals  who  are  un- 
known 


(     V     ) 

known  to  the  public,  the  writet 
takes  this  opportunity  of  declar- 
ing, that  if  there  be  any  man  who 
fancies  his  conduct  miftated,  or 
feels  himfelf  inj  ured  in  the  follow- 
ing fheets,  or  who  fhall  be  hardy 
enough  to  fay  that  he  has  mifre- 
prefented  things — and  will  either 
publicly,  or  by  a  note  addreffed  to 
the  publifher,  fign  his  real  name, 
and  flate  his  complaints — the 
writer,  at  all  times  ready  to  re- 
tradl  his  errors,  but  never  willing 
to  defert  the  caufe  of  truth,  will 
moft  cheerfully  ftep  forward  and 
avow  himfelf.  As  to  any  anony- 
7  mous 
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mous"paragraphs  or  publications 
reflefting  on  the  writer,  he  will, 
as  becomes  him,  treat  them  with 
filent  contempt.  He  has,  how- 
ever, but  little  apprehenfions  on 
this  fcore  ;  as  the  fa6ls  are  flub- 
born,  and  will  ftand  the  tefl:  of 
the  ftrlfteft  enquiry. 


A 


M  O  N  G  the  fingiilar  cha- 
rafters  of  the  prefent  day,  no 
man  for  his  years  has  experienced 
more  numerous  vlciflitudes  than 
the  perfon  whofe  life  is  now  to 
be  delineated. 

WllJiam  Auguftus  Bowles  was 
born  in  Maryland,  of  refpeftable 
parents ;  and  It  is  highly  probable 
that  he  would  have  been  loft  in 
the  obfcurity  of  his  father's  occu* 
B  patioa 
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patfen^thal  of  an  Americ^an  plan- 
ter), had  not  fortune  referved  himt 
for  great  and  hazardous  enter- 
prizes* 

At  the  commencement  of  the 
American  war,  Mr.  Bowles  was 
fcafce  thirteen  years  of  age.  But 
no  fooner  did  the  found  of  war 
reach  his  ears,  than  the  inherent 
principles  of  his  foul  were  roufed 
into  adion. 

By  whatever  motives  he  was 
now  influenced,  w^hether  an  ac- 
quired partiality  for  the  Britifh 

name^ 
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name,  or  an  innate  and  reftlefg 
love  of  variety,  he  eloped  from 
his  father's  houfe  ;  and,  after 
furmounting  difficulties  hardly 
to  be  credited  at  his  years,  ar- 
rived fafe  in  the  Britifh  camp  at 
Philadelphia. 

An  artlefs  fchool-boy,  perfectly 
unacquainted  v^ith  any  mode  of 
life  beyond  what  he  had  learnt;  at 
his  father's  farm,  Mr.  Bowles  was 
received  as  a  volunteer  in  an  old. 
regiment ;  and  foon  afterwards 
was  appointed  to  an  enfigncy  In 
a  provincial  corps  then  raifing. 
B  2  When 
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When  the  Britifli  army  march- 
ed from  Philadelphia  to  NewYork, 
Mr.  Bowles  accompanied  his  regi- 
ment in  that  celebrated  retreat; 
and  was  one  among  the  flank 
companies  who  ferved  at  the 
memorable  battle  of  Monmouth* 

In  the  autumn  of  1778,  he 
embarked  at  New  York  with  his 
corps  for  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
and  thence  proceeded  to  Penfa- 
cola,  in  Weft  Florida* 

He  had  now  been  twelve  month  s 
iiv  the  army,  without  being  any 

way 
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way  diftinguifhed  but  as  a  giddy- 
boy;  nor  was  his  name  known 
but  in  the  muftcr-roU  of  his 
regiment,  and  in  all  probability 
would  be  this  day  a  flranger  to 
the  world,  but  from  an  acl  of 
the  moft  flagrant  injuftice,  of 
which  he  was  the  vi£tim. 

In  ftating  this  fafl:,  at  once  fo 
cruel,  fo  unjuft,  and  fo  unpre- 
cedented, the  writer  of  this  ac- 
count, an  eye-wltnefs  of  the 
tranfiction,  does  not  mean  to 
expofe  the  names  of  thofe  con- 
cerned In  a  bufmeis  difgraceful 
B3  to 
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to  the  difclprme  of  the  army,  and 
the  caufe  of  humanity.  But  it 
will  afford  a  ftrikuig  example  of 
tyrannic  power  exercifed  over  a 
young  and  inexperienced  boy, 
whofe  peculiar  fituation  ought 
to  have  demanded  the  proteftlon, 
inftead  of  provoking  the  ven- 
geance, of  his  fuperiors. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  this 
country,  Mr.  Bowles  obtained 
leave  of  his  commanding  officer 
to  vifit  Penfacola,  {qvqu  miles 
diftant  from  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour^   where    the    corps    to 

which 
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which  he  belonged  was  then 
quartered.  Hither  he  came, 
rtircrely  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity  ; 
but  this  curiofity  was  produdive 
of  events  which  have  governed 
his  future  life. 

The  party  who  commanded 
the  boat  which  was  to  have  con- 
veyed him  back  to  his  quarters, 
having  mifled  feein'g  him,  re- 
turned without  him;  and  his 
colonel  availing  himfelf  of  this 
opportunity  to  fubftitute  in  his 
place  fome  favourite  of  his  own, 
reprefented  him  to  the  command- 
B  4  i"S 
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ing  officer  of  the  garrifon,  as  a- 
young  man  who  had  neglefted. 
his  duty,  and  who  was  every 
way  unqualified  for,  and  un- 
worthy of,  his  profeffion.  But 
before  this  dark  tranfaftion  was 
accomphihed,  threats  were  made 
i|fe  of  to  induce  him  to  refign  his 
commiffion,  which,  however,  he 
treated  with  difdahi. — Let  the 
feehng  heart  for  a  moment  re- 
flect on  the  fituation  of  this  de- 
voted youth.  Without  a  friend, 
or  even  an  acquaintance  *,  let  us 

con- 

-.  *  The  regiment  to  which  Mr.  Bowles 
belonged  had  not   at    this    time    been  at 
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confider  him  in  a  moment  cut 
ofF  from  the  fociety  he  alone 
could  hold  dear,  by  a  general  or- 
der, which  declared  that  the  king 
had  no  further  ufe  for  his  fervices. 
Accordingly  he  was  difmifled  the 
Britifh  armv,  without  even  the 
form  of  a  trial.  A  ftroke  like 
this,  fo  fudden  and  unexpected, 
it  might  have  been  fuppofed 
\vould  have  overwhehiied  with 
terror  and  defpondency  the  moft 
undaunted  fpirit,  and  awakened 
to  a   fenfe  of  future  wants  the 

Penfacok,  and  being  juft  arrived  from  New 
York,  his  perfon  was  unknown  to  the  gar- 
rifon. 

moft 
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moft  vagrant  inattention. — But 
if  we  may  judge  from  his  fub- 
fequent  condudt,  this  arbitrary 
and  inhuman  fentence  he  re- 
ceived with  furprife,  more  than 
ibrrow,  and  with  indifterence, 
rather  than  fear.  Indeed,  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  he  heard 
the  decree  which  was  to  expofe 
him  in  a  friendlefs  land  to  all  the 
horrors  of  poverty  and  famine, 
with  fecret  exultation. 

The  pangs  of  want  he  had  ne- 
ver known  ;  but  to  the  infolence. 
of  command,  exercifed  hj  igno- 
rant 


<  ^^  ) 

rant  and  inexperienced  young 
men  unufed  to  power,  he  was 
daily  accuftomed.  Inftcad  of  ex- 
poftulation,  or  appeal  to  his  fu- 
periors,  againft  this  unjuft  ftretch 
of  power,  or  any  attempt  to 
deprecate  the  melancholy  fate 
which  feemed  to  await  him,  he 
appeared  gay  and  unconcerned  ; 
and  the  triumph  of  what  he  no 
doubt  confidered  regained  liber- 
ty, was  evident  in  his  whole  de- 
portment. 

Behold    then    this    difbanded 

young  foldier — his   laft  Ihilllng 

6  gone-^ 
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gone — too  proud  to  beg,  and  too 
independent  to  ftoop  to  menial 
offices— an  uncultivated  and  fa- 
yage    countiy    around    him— no 
guide   but   chance — and   no  re- 
lourcebut  in  his  own  fortitude — 
behold  him  on  the  brink  of  ap- 
parently  inevitable    ruin  !     But 
Fortune^  whofe  peculiar  care  he 
feems  to  have  been,  ftepped  in 
to   fave   him.     A    party  of  the 
Creek  nation  were  on  their  re- 
turn   home      from     Penfacola, 
whither  they  had  come  to  re- 
ceive their  annual  prefents ;  and 
young  Bowles,  delighted  '  with 

the 
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the  novelty  of  fituatioti  now 
opened  to  him,  joined  the  party, 
having  thrown  his  regimental 
coat,  in  contempt  of  his  oppref- 
fors,  into  the  fea.  A  fituation 
fo  flattering  to  the  independence 
natural  in  the  heart  of  man,  had 
doubtlefs  many  attraflrions.  But 
whether  the  fatnenefs  of  the 
fcene,  or  a  reftleffnefs  of  difpofi- 
tion  conftitutiona!  in  him,  or  ac- 
tuated through  pride  to  (hew 
himfelf  once  more  among  thofe 
who  had  reduced  *him  to  the 
appearance  of  a  favage,  he  left 
his  protedoiSp  after  having  re- 
7  fided 
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fided  with  them  a  few  months 
(probably  with  an  intention  to 
return),  and  came,  unattended, 
to  Penfacola.  When  he  arrived 
on  the  oppofite  fliore  of  the  bay, 
he  found  a  hogfhead,  which  fome 
Britifh  (hips  hadleft  behind  them; 
and  Bowles,  impatient  of  delay, 
without  waiting  for  any  other 
conveyance,  like  an  Eikimaux*, 

with 

*  To  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with 
the  various  tribes  of  indigenous  natives 
inhabiting  the  immenfe  fhores  of  North 
America,  the  following  defcription  may 
not  appear  intruHve.      The  boat  of  the 

Elkimaux 
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With  the  difference  of  a  hogfliead 
for  a  boat,  the  branch  of  a  tree 

his 

Efklmaux  favage,  inhabitant  of  the  bleak 
and  frozen  fhores  of  Labrador,  is  about  fix 
feet  in  length  ;  in  which  he  fits  down,  with 
his  thighs  and  legs  ftretched  horizontally. 
This  boat,  which  does  not  exceed  a  foot 
and  a  half  in  breadth,  is  covered  with  a 
kind  of  deck,  with  a  hoop  in  the  middle, 
juft  large  enough  to  admit  his  waift,  which 
is  furroundedby  a  piece  of  leather,  fallened 
to  the  hoop,  fo  as  to  prevent  any  water 
from  coming  into  the  veflel. 

In  this  boat,  with  a  paddle  In  his  hand, 
the  fhivcring,  folitary  favage  ventures  Into 
the  boifterous  ocean,  and  destroys  the  largeft 

of 
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his  maft,  a  blanket  his  fall,  and 
a  few  ftones  his  ballaft,  navigated 
the  extenfive  fhorcs  of  the  har- 
bour ;  in  the  day  procuring  the 
food  of  life,  and  beguiling  the 
tedioufnefs  of  time  by  fowling 
and  fifhing,  and  at  night  regaling 
on  his  prey  ;  the  fky  his  canopy, 
and  the  earth  his  bed. 

of  marine  animals  (the  whale),  whofe  oil, 
which  he  drinks,  fecures  him  fcarce  half 
alive,  during  the  feverity  of  eternal  froft. 

In  a  hogftiead,  with  an  opening  which 

he  made,  equal   in   circumference   to  the 

dimenfions  of  his  body,  Mr.  Bowles  failed 

as  above  defcribed. 

In 
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In  this  very  hogfliead,  perhaps,. 

his  bofom  firift  throbbed  with  the 

defire  of  nautical  knowledge;  and 

here  alfo  he  firfh  had  occafion  to 

feek    for    refources    m    himfelf 

alone  ;  refources  which  at  fome 

future  day  were  to  ihield  him  in 

the  hour  of  danger,  and  which 

alone  could  complete  him  for  the 

leader    of  a    brave   and   gallant 

nation  ^'.. 

Here 

*  It  may  not  be  unnecelTary  to  obfervc 

that  the  Creek  nations,  divided  into  Upper 

and  Lower  Creeks,  are  the  acknowledged 

fuperiors  of  ail  the  North- American  tribes^ 

C  The 
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Here  it  was  that  the  author 
firft  remembers  to  have  feea  him: 

his 

The  country  of  Creeks  and  Cherokees,  as  laid 

down  in  Governor  Pownall's  map,  is  com- 

prifed  between  the  30th  and  37th  degrees  of 

north  latitude,  and  between  the  83d  and  90th 

cf  weft  longitude  fromGreenwicnj  bounded 

©n  the  eaft  by  Virginia,  the  Carolinas,  and 

Georgia ;  on  the  fouth,  by  Weft  Florida ; 

and  on  the  weft,  by  the  Miffifippi,  from  the 

confluence  of  the  Ohio.      This   country, 

extending  a  thoufand  miles  in  length,  and 

feveral  hundred  in  breadth^  is,  if  we  may 

judge  of  its  produdions,  of  the  richeft  foil 

an  North  America  ;  and  not  only  the  va- 

tious  fruits  of  the  tropics,  but  thofe  of  more 

northern 
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his  curiofity  from  that  tune  was 
ftroDgly  awakened  concerning  fo 
iinguLir  a  character;  and  his 
mind  then  prefaged  the  daring 
adions,  Ibme  of  which  the  au- 
thor has  witnefled,  which  have 
fince  dillinguiflied  the  Beloved 
JVarrior  ^\ 

northern  climes  grow  here  ia  their  utmoft 
perfedion.  Wheat,  cotton,  indigo,  rice, 
tobacco,  and  corn  of  all  kinds,  when  culti- 
vated, pioduce  the  mof!:  abundant  harvefl. 

The  climate,  cooled  by  the  nitrous  par- 
ticles of  the  air,  is  fuperior  to  the  fouth  of 
France,  and  lefs  opprefTive  than  Italy,  or 
that  of  Afia  Minor. 

*  By  this  appellation  he  is  univerfally 
known  to  the  nations. 

G  2  But 
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But  this  precarious  and  hazard- 

©us  livelihood  did  not  laft  long. 

The  froft  of  1779  will  be  long 

remembered  in  the  Floridas  ;  and 

young  Bowles,  almofl  naked,  fu- 

perior  to   the   injuries    of   men, 

found  in  the  elements  an  enemy 

that  neither  ftrength  of  conftitu- 

tion,  or  fortitude  of  mind,  could 

withftand.     He  wanted  (helter, 

and  it  was  not  long  before  he 

received  it.     Among;  the  inhabi- 

tarits  of  the  town' who  faw  his 

lituation,  there  was  one,  a  baker 

by  profeffion,  who  had  a  heart 

to  commiferate  and  relieve  him. 

Under  the  roof  of  this  hofpitable 

ftranger 
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ftrcaiiger  he  remained  the  greateft 
part  of  the  whiter,  who  finding 
him  a  ftrong  and  robufl;  lad, 
thought  it  but  reafonable  that 
he  fliould  affift  to  make  the  bread 
which  he  fo  plentifully  ate. 

Highly  impreffed,  as  no  doubt 
he  was,  with  a  fenfe  of  obliga- 
tion, for  fuch  unmerited  good* 
nefs,  an  averfion  to  labour,  pecu- 
liar to  the  habits  in  which  he  had 
fo  lately  indulged,  made  him  re- 
jed  the  propofal ;  and  he  would 
again  have  been  expofed  to  all 
his  former  dangers,  but.  for  his 

old  friends  the  Creeks. 

C  3  The 
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The  extraordinary  inclemeney 
of  the  feafon  had  brought  them 
down  for  prefents ;  and  Bowles 
once  more  returned  with  them, 
and  remauied  near  two  years. 
The  friendly  charader  of  the 
North- American  favages,  when 
not  irritated  by  refentment,  or 
made  fanguinary  through  thlrft 
of  revenge,  is  well  known.  Dur- 
ing this  period,  fuch  was  their 
mutual  regard,  that  he  {Irength- 
ened  the  ties  of  friendfhip  by 
marrying  a  daughter  of  one  of 
their  chiefs.  Thus  he  became 
d&ubly   united   to    them,    both 

from 
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from  inclination,  and  the  ties  of 
blood;  and  his  children  were  liv- 
ing pledges  of  their  father*s  fide- 
lity. 

Habit  had  now  confirmed  his 
prediledlon  for  a  ftate  of  nature  ; 
and,  on  the  commencement  of 
hoftillties  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  he  was  thought  wor- 
thy of  being  enrolled  among  the 
fighting  men  of  this  warlike  na- 
tion. Nor  did  he  difcredit  their 
choice.  His  condudt  throughout 
the  war  was  eminently  dlftin- 
guiflied  for  coolnefs  and  vigour 
C  4  ill 
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in  a£lion ;  and  the  moft  venerable 
chiefs  pointed  him  out  as  an  ex- 
ample worthy  of  imitation. 

Here  we  difcover  a  ftriking 
feature  of  his  foul,  which  can 
look  down  with  confcious  fupe- 
riority  on  the  heavieft  injuries, 
and,  when  glory  demands,  forget 
them. 

Charmed  with  the  remem- 
brance of  his  magnanimity,  the 
charaderiftic  of  every  noble 
mind,  the  author  could  dwell 
long  on  this  tranfadion,  fo  ho- 
nourable 
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nourable  to  him,  and  fo  degrad- 
ing, by  the  contraft,  to  thofe 
who  were  the  caufe  of  placing 
him  in  a  ftate  which  gave  him 
fuch  envied  pre-eminence. 

During  the  above  period  he 
neither  fought  or  fliunned  his 
enemies.  Glory  was  his  paffion, 
and  war  he  confidered  the  path 
which  led  to  It. 

Engliihmen  who  may  read  this 
narrative  will  be  enabled  to  judge 
of  his  enthufiaftic  attachment  for 
theBritifh  nation;  an  attachment 

which 
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which  has  often  led  him  t^ 
brave  death  in  her  defence,  and 
which  has  expofed  him  to  the  ut- 
moft  inclemency  of  the  feafons : 
aftuated  by  this  attachment,  he 
has  croffed  the  Atlantic,  to  de- 
clare to  this  country  the  par- 
tiality and  regard  of  himfelf  and 
nation,  and  probably  with  a  view 
of  forming  an  advantageous  and 
permanent  conned:ion. 

Indeed,    his    regard    for    this 

country,    imbibed    in   his  early 

life,  is  only  to  be  equalled  by  his 

affeftion  for  thofe  by  whom  he 

was  adopted. 

But 
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But  it  will  tranfcend  all  praife 
of  Mr.  Bowles,  when  it  is  known, 
that  fuch  was  his  heroic  con- 
tempt of  danger,  and  fuch  his 
perfevering  ardour,  both  day  and 
night,  againft  the  enemies  of 
<jrreat  Britain,  during  the  invefti- 
tureof  Penfacola,  that  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  that  depart- 
ment, ftruck  wdth  the  fmgular 
gallantry  of  the  man,  as  well  as 
confciousof  his  eminent  fervices, 
reinftated  him  in  his  former  rank 
in  the  corps,  from  which,  as  it 
has  been  related,  he  had  been  (o 
Singularly  difmiffecK 

In 
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In  recording  the  hiftory  of  his 
life,  It  would  be  an  aft  of  in- 
jtiftice  in  the  author,  to  bury, 
under  a  general  defcription,  fomc 
memorable  inftances  of  courage, 
which  fo  ftrongly  mark  this 
prominent  feature  of  his  cha- 
radler. 

The  following  at  leaft  deferve 
notice. 

In  the  year  1780,  the  author 
accompanied  a  fmall  detachment 
from  Penfacola  to  the  bay  of 
Mobile,  with  an  intention  of 
furprifing  a  Spanifh  fortified  vil- 
lage, 
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lage,  of  the  above  name  j  aiid 
here  it  was  he  firft  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  beholding  in  perfon  the 
determined  refolution  of  the  hero 
of  thefe  fheets. 

Young  Bowles,  now  grown  out 
of  recoUedion,  and  in  every  re- 
fpedl  like  a  favage  warrior,  was 
introduced,  for  the  firft  time,  to 
his  acquaintance,  in  the  midft  of 
feveral  hundred  favages,  who 
marched  with  the  detachment. 

On   the   7th   of   January   of 
the  above  year,  at  day-light  in 

■  the 
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the  morning,  the  fignal  was  given 
to  affault ;  and  Bowles,  leaving 
the  warriors  to  fight  hi  their  own 
way,  rnflied  on  with  the  Britifh 
troops*  It  is  with  no  fmall  de- 
gree of  pleafure,  that  the  author 
feels  he  can  avail  himfelf  of  this 
opportunity  of  celebrating  an  at- 
tack, without  the  appearance  of 
egotifm,which,  for  its  gallantry, 
according  to  the  numbers,  was 
not  furpafied  by  any  adiion  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  laft  war.  To 
the  honour  of  this  fmall  detach- 
ment,which  confifted  only  of  fifty 
Britifh  foldicrs,  they  forced  the 

work, 
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work,  and  carried  it  at  the  fame 
inftant,  againft  four  hundred 
Spanifh  troops,  who  attempted 
to  efcape  on  board  an  armed  vef^ 
fel,  which  lay  off  the  fort.  But 
from  this  they  were  prevented  by 
the  favages,  who  flew  many  in 
the  w^ater,  attempting  to  feek 
refuge  in  their  boats.  All  poffi- 
bility  of  flight  being  thus  cut  off, 
they  became  emboldened  by  de- 
fpair,  and  took  ihelter  in  their 
barracks,  from  the  windows  of 
which  they  annoyed  the  remain- 
ing few  of  the  Brltlfl^,  who 
had  efcaped  in  the  aflault. 

4     ,  But 
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But  more  than  half  of  this 
gallant  detachment  were  either 
killed  or  wounded.  Out  of  ten 
officers,  three  were  killed,  and 
three  were  badly  v^rounded.  Two 
others,  of  a  foreign  regiment, 
were  exerting  themfelves  to 
compel,  at  the  points  of  their 
fwords,  fifty  of  the  original  de- 
tachment, who  refufed  to  do  their 
duty.  There  remained  left  in  the 
fort  but  two  officers,  with  fcarce 
twenty  men,  who  muft  inevitably 
have  fallen,  had  they  not  been 
forced  to  fly  their  vainly  ima- 
gined viftory. 

In 
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III  the  midft  of  all  this  danger, 
Bowles,  with  the  coolnefs  of  an 
unconcerned  fpe£lator,  very  lei- 
furely  loaded  and  difcharged  his 
rifle  gun  at  thofe  who  were  firing 
from   the    windows;  and  when 
the  Britifli  foldiers  called  to  the 
above  two  officers  to  fave  their 
lives  by  flight,  our  hero  ported 
himfelf  behind  a  tree,  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  work,  loading 
and  firing    alone;   and  he  muil 
"undoubtedly  have  been  killed  or 
taken,    had    not-   a    cannon-ball 
from   the    enemy    fliivered   the 
tree  to  pieces,  and-  driven  him, 
D  unhurt^.. 
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unhurt,  to  gain  the  fmall  flying 
party,  already  at  the  diftance  of  a 
quarter  of  a  mile.  He  alfo  di- 
ftinguilhed  himfelf  at  a  fortie, 
made  by  ninety-fix  rank  and  file 
provincial  troops,  at  twelve  at 
noon,  on  the  Spanifh  lines  at 
Penfacola,  u'ho  carried  the  ad- 
vanced poll:  of  the  enemy,  with 
the  lofs  of  only  one  man.  This 
attack  will  be  long  remembered 
in  the  Spanifh  army,  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Irilh  brigade 
who  furvived  this  bloody  afiault. 
Fifty,  of  feven  hundred  men, 
who  wcis  in  the  works,  were 

killed 
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killed  with  bayonets  alone,  be- 
fides  numbers  who  were  fhot, 
flying  down  the  trenches.  The 
gallantry  of  the  Irilh  officers 
never  (hone  more  diftinguifhed 
than  on  this  day :  they  kept  their 
ground,  though  trod  down  by 
the  Spanifh  foldiers  ;  and  thofe 
who  fell  fought  to  the  laft  gafp, 
with  their  fmall  Avords  in  their 
hands. 

But  his  career  had  been  near 

finifhed,  a  few  days  afterward, 

by  the  blowing  up  of  theBrlti/li 

advanced  redoubt,  as  he  was  en- 

D  2  tering 
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tering  it ;  and  he  beheld  the 
melancholy  fpeftacle  of  near  a 
hundred  men  blown  into  the  air, 
almoft  within  his  reach.  Five 
feconds  fooner,  and  he  muft  have 
been  numbered  vi^ith  the  dead. 

On  the  reduction  of  Weft  Flo- 
rida, Bowles,  with  the  reft  of  the 
garrifon,  returned  to  New  York, 
on  parole ;  where  they  continued 
until  duly  exchanged  the  year 
following* 

Some  time  after  this,  a  party 
was  formed  in  his  corps,  who, 

jealous 
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Jealous  of  his  juftly-acquired  po- 
pularity, planned  his  dowhfal. 
They  accordingly  put  him  un- 
der arrefl:  ;  and  exhibited  between 
twenty  and  thirty  charges  againfl: 
him  *.  Among  thefe  was  one  for 
iingentleman-like behaviour;  and 

*  In  juftlce  to  the  following  gentlemen 
of  the  corps  to  which  Mr.  Bowles  be- 
longed, the  writer  feels  himfelf  called  upon 
to  declare,  that  neither  Major  Dulaney, 
Captains  Key,  Addition,  and  Kennedy, 
for  whom  he  has  the  higheft  refpe<Sl:,  had 
any  fhare  in  the  above  profecution.  The 
two  firft  gentlemen  were  in  England  at  the 
time,  and  only  knew  of  the  tranfa6lion  by 
report, 

D  3  w  hen 
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when  the  court  queftloned  his 
accufers  for  proof  of  this  charge, 
they  could  only  adduce  his  hav- 
iiag  been  frequently  feea  bring- 
ing In  fcalps,  during  the  liege  of 
Peiifaeola.  This  charge  he  did 
not  attempt  to  confute  *. 

Nor  let  the  fympathetic  mind 

*  It  inufi:  be  remembered  that,  at  the 
time  now  fpecified,  Mr.  Bowles  was  not 
only  naked,  like  a  favage,  but  was  fighting 
fide  by  fide  with  his  brother  chiefs,  who 
would  have  confidered  his  withholding  his 
hand  from  feizing  this  diftinguiflied  badge 
of  a  warrior's  bravery,  as  a  mark  of  pufil- 
lanimity,  and  treated  him  accordingly. 

turn 


(    39    ) 

turn  afide  with  horror  and  indig- 
nation at  this  recital.  Souls  highly 
fraught  with  fenfibility  are  too 
apt  to  be  led  away  by  names,  in- 
'ftead  of  things.The  fa  vage,  kneel- 
ing on  his  prey,  and  tearing  the 
hair  from  the  headpf  his  proftrate, 
helplefs  victim,  his  knife  having 
previouily  marked  the  circum- 
ference of  the  fcalp  *  fheer  to 
the  Ikull-bone,  is  an  objefl:  which 
cultivated  humanity  fhudders  to 
behold. 

*  The  circumference  of  the  fcalp  is  in 
general  about  the  fize  of  an  Englifh  half- 
crown. 

D4  But 
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But  when  It  is  confidered  that 
the  vi£lim  is  already  dead,  or 
fenfelefs,  before  the  fcalp  is  thus 
torn  away,  we  can  only  view  it 
as  a  barbarous  cuftom,  favagc 
indeed,  but  not  inhuman. 

^  But  in  whatever  light  the  ge- 
neral court-martial  before  which 
he  was  arraigned,  beheld  this  and 
the  other  charges,  he  was  moft 
honourably  acquitted  of  them  alL 

Happily  for  his  accufers,  the 
peace  in  1783  put  a  flop  to  all 
thoughts  of  profecuting  in  re- 
turn ; 
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turn;  and  Bowles  contented 
himfelf  in  the  applaufe  of  the 
army,  and  the  approbation  of  his 
own  heart. 

Mr.  Bowles  now  received  Lord 
Dorchefter's  permiffion  to  vifit 
his  father's  family,  and  his 
old  friends  and  relations  the 
Creeks;  to  whom,  he  affured  his 
Lordfhip^  he  was  under  the 
greateft  obligations.  With  his 
father  it  feems  he  did  not  re- 
main long ;  but  foon  haftened  to 
join  his  adoptive  brethren  in  Eaft 
Florida,  who  received  him  with 

open  arms* 

But 
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But  ambition  had  now  begun 
to  ftimulate  his  curiofity,  and 
would  not  fufFer  him  to  remain 
long  even  with  them. 

After  a  year's  refidence,  during 
which  he  taught  them  many  wife 
regulations  of  civil  and  domeftic 
policy,  as  well  as  new  rules  of 
military  difcipline,  fuitable  to 
their  climate  and  ftate  of  civi- 
lization, recommending  alfo  the 
utihty  of  agriculture  ;  and  hav- 
ing concerted  future  plans  of  na- 
tional  profperity — he  left  them 
deeply  impreffed  with  reverence 

for 
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for  his  talents,  and  afiedion  for 
his  perfon.     From  this  period  it 
is  that  his  charafter  becomes  im- 
portant.  He  had  already  felt  the 
iharpefl  arrows  of  adverfity  ;  he 
had  experienced  the  worft  that 
civilized  men  could  do  to  him  : 
from  barbarians    he  had  found 
ihelter,  in  the  days  of  calamity ; 
to  them  he  was  perhaps  indebted 
for  his  exiftence  ;  in  the  old  he 
found  fathers,  and  in  the  young 
brothers,  who  taught  him  to  de- 
fpife  difficulties  of  every  kind, 
and    to   look   with    indifference 
ca   a  life  furrounded  with  in- 
numerable 
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numerable  and  unforefeen  dan* 
gers. 

He  had  learned  to  know  the 
ammal  man,  ftripped  of  artificial 
habits;  and  he  knew  him  alfo 
with  his  feducing  charms  of 
poliihed  manners. — The  contraft 
was  ftriking;  and  the  judgment 
he  formed  appears  to  be  decifive. 

He  was  now  in  his  19th  year; 
and  the  faculties  of  his  foul,  con- 
cealed from  himfelf,  began  to 
unfold.  Having  explored  the 
coafts  of  the  two  Floridas,    he 

vifited 
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vifited  the  fouthem  poffeffions  of 
the  American  United  States,  with 
vvhofe  ftrength  and  refources  he 
made  himfelf  minutely  and  ac- 
curately acquainted.    Nor  did  he 
flop  here:  he  vifited  the  Baha- 
mas ;    in   one    of  the  principal 
iflands  of  which,  he  indulged  all 
the  caprices  of  a   mind  highly 
gifted  by  nature :    and    it   will 
afFord  matter  of  curious  refledtion 
to  the  philofopher,  when  he  is 
told  that  this  uncommon  genius 
was  amufing  himfelf  by  afting 
plays,  while  his  mind  was  em- 
ployed on  fchemes  of  dangerous 

enter- 
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cnterprizes,  and  bold  ambition. 
But  to  his  honour  be  it  told,  that 
a  nobler  motive  than  amufement 
governed  his  choice.  Charity- 
was  the  objedl :  and  a  diftreffed 
loyalift,  with  a  helplefs  fam.ilj, 
experienced  his  bounty,  though 
he  funk  a  confiderable  fum  by 
this  generous  exertion. 

Nor  was  his  tafle  confined  to 
the  drama  alone.  Having  painted 
his  own  fcenes,,  he  fancied  he 
was  qualified  to  diftlnguiih  him- 
felf  as  a  portrait-painter, in  which 
he  fucceeded  beyond  expectation  ; 

and 
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and  did  not  hefitate  to  receive  pay 
for  his  labours  ;  thereby  doubly 
deceiving  thofe  who  w^ere  in- 
terefted  to  pry  into  his  defigns  *. 

Still  he  was  at  a  lofs  for  paints 
to  colour  his  likeneffes,  and  it 
was  impoflible  to  purchafe  them 
in  New  Providence. 

But  a  man  endowed  like  the 
ambaflador  of  the  Creeks,   rofe 

*  His  dramatic  troop  being  ignorant 
people,  unacquainted  with  the  ftage,  and 
picked  up  promifcuoufly,  he  was  obliged  to 
unite  in  himfelf  the  different  characters  of 
manager,  player,  and  painter. 

4  fuperio'r 
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fuperior  to  this  difficulty.  He 
became  chemift,  and  created  co- 
lours for  himfelf;  in  the  exercife 
of  which  new  profeflion,  he  one 
day,  on  decompofing  fome  mi- 
iieral,  had  nearly  facrificed  his 
life. 

He  alfb  taught  himfelf  the 
rudiments  of  mufic,  and  foon 
became  a  tolerable  proficient  on 
the  flute  and  violin.  In  the 
above  ifland  Mr.  Bowles  has  left 
2,  memorial  of  himfelf,  which 
will  not  be  foon  or  eafily  ef- 
faced. 

The 
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The  part  he  took  hi  the  politics 
here,  for  the  laft  four  years,  in 
which  he  uniformly  fided  with  go- 
vernment ;  his  frequent  voyages 
to  and  from  the  Continent  ;  the 
fupplies  of  powder,  and  all  kinds 
of  military  implements,which  he 
exported  to  the  natives,  as  his 
refources  of  wealth  were  un- 
known, afforded  matter  of  infi- 
nite aftonifliment  to  thofe  who 
were  eye-witneffes  of  his  conduft.r 

i   Falfehoods  of  different  degrees 

of  malignancy  were  induftrioufly 

propagated  at  his  expence ;  and 

E  there 
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there  was  fcarce  a  crime  in  the 
whole  catalogue  of  human  de- 
pravity, murder  not  even  except- 
ed, that  was  not  charged  to  his 
account.  To  fuch  a  pitch  of 
malevolence  had  the  evil  tongue 
of  flander  arrived,  that  he  was 
prfefented  by  the  grand  jury  of 
the  ifland  as  a  dangerous  and 
fufpeded  perfon,  and  one  whom 
it  behoved  government  to  fecure. 

From  thefe  flanders,  to  the 
ihame  and  .difcomfiture  of  his 
enemies,  he  glorioufly  acquitted 
himfelf^ 

7  The 
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The  curious  are  referred  for 
particulars  to  the  Lucayan  Royal 
Herald  of  1789,  where  will  be 
found  how  many  obftacles  he  had 
to  contend  wiih,  and  with  what 
fpirit  and  firmnefs  he  vindicated 
his  injured  reputation*. 

la 

*  Since  writing  the  above  narrative,  the 
author  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
with  the  Lucayan  Herald  of  the  19th  of 
Auguft  1789,  publifhed  in  the  ifland  of 
New  Providence.  This  is  the  paper  alluded 
to  ^hove,  figned  by  Mr.  Bowles,  in  which 
he  has  given  an  account  of  his  condu(51: ; 
•which  account  the  author  believes  was 
never  attempted  to  be  contradi6led  by  his 
E  %  enemies • 
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In  writing  this  account,  the 
author  had  no  idea  of  giving  a 
full-length  charafter;  but5warm- 
ed  with  the  love  of  heroic  actions, 
he  has  been  irrefiftibly  hurried 
forward  thus  to  bring  to  public 
view  fads  which  he  trufts  are 
not  unworthy  public  notice. 

Before  then  the  outlines  arc 

enemies.     Thofe  who  feel  themfelves  in- 

terefted  in  the  character  of  Mr.  Bowles, 

may  have  an  opportunity  of  inveftigating 

particulars,  by  applying  to  the  publifher  of 

this  pamphlet,  in  whofe  hands  the  author 

has  left  the  above  paper,  with  directions  to 

oiFer  its  perufal  indifcriminately  to  thofe 

who  wifli  itv 

filled 
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filled  up,  which  mark  the  fea- 
tures of  charader  ia  this  felf- 
formed  hero,  it  may  not  be 
uiinecelTary  to  relate  three  inci- 
dents, which,  as  they  charaderif- 
tically  diftinguifli  him,  will  need 
no  further  apology. — When  the 
private  agents  of  Mr.  Bowles 
had  fe-cretly  amafled  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  warlike  ftores,  he 
himfelf  moft  unexpededly  ftep- 
ped  on  board  a  veffel,  and  failed 
for  the  Continent.  This  myfleri- 
Gus  condud:  baffled  all  the  fchemes 
of  his  enemies  in  the  Spanifh  In- 
E  3  tereft. 
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tereft,  and  left  them  to  vague  and 
wild  conje6lures. 

Meanwhile,  his  agents  were 
eniployed  in  fhipping  on  board 
a  vefiel,  previoufly  chartered  by 
hiniy  the  above  fliores  ;  and  oii 
the  day  appointed  fet  fail  for  St, 
Mark's,  in  the  bay  of  Appalaha; 
%vhere  Bowles  (the  preconcerted 
lignals  having  been  mutually 
made  and  acknowledged  by  thofe 
in  the  veffel  and  the  party  on 
Ihore),  with  a  ftrong  detachment 
of  Creeks,  was  ready  to  receive 

them. 
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them.  The  Spamfti  governor  of 
St.  Mark,  terrified  at  his  appear- 
ance, fired  his  alarm  guns,  and 
put  hlmfelf  in  a  pofture  to  oppofe 
him. 

But  blood  was  not  the  obje£l  of 
this  voyage;  to  prevent  which, 
Bowles  lent  the  commandant 
word,  that  if  he  made  any  oppofi- 
tion  to  his  landing  the  ftores,  the 
favages  were  determined  to  at- 
tack the  fort;  the  confequences 
of  which  he  begged  him  to  avert: 
and  accordingly  he  was  quietly 
permitted  to  land  his  cargo, 
E  4  which 
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which  the  warriors  conveyed  on 
horfes,  brought  for  the  purpofe, 
into  the  heart  of  their  country. 

This  was  the  firft  foundation 
of  a  magazine  that  is  to  fupply 
the  united  nations  of  the  Creeks 
and  Cherokees  with  arms  and 
ammunition,  that  may  one  day, 
perhaps,  fhake  the  power  of  the 
Spanish  empire  in  South  America, 
and  give  freedom  to  the  long  op- 
prefl'ed  and  enflaved  natives  of 
Montezuma's  realm. — What  is 
now  going  to  be  related,  borders 
ip  much  on  the   improbable  and 

impof- 
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impofTible,  that  the  writer  would 
not  have  hazarded  a  fufpicion  of 
his  truth  by  giving  it  a  place 
here^  had  not  the  faft  been  wit- 
nefled  by  the  whole  ifland  of 
New  Providence. 

Bowles,  as  has  been  obferved, 
made  feveral  voyages  to  and  from 
the  Bahamas  and  the  Continent; 
in  one  of  which,  he  carried  over 
with  him  five  native  chiefs,  pro- 
bably thofe  who  are  nowwithhim 
as  aflbciates  in  his  embaffy. 

Having  purchafed  a  fmall  vef- 

fel, 
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fel,  and  fettled  his  affairs  agree- 
able to  his  wiflies,  to  the  no  fmall 
amazement  of  all  who  beheld 
him,  he  fet  fail  from  the  harbour^ 
attended  only  by  his  five  chiefs, 
in  the  midfl  of  a  gale  of  wind. 

His  enemies  rejoiced  in  what 
they  confidered  his  inevitable  de- 
ftru6lion  ;  and  were  convinced 
that,  if  their  intelligence  to  the 
Spaniards  of  his  intended  depar- 
ture did  not  take  efFefl:,  he  would 
find  his  fate  in  a  watery  grave. 

Let  us  novr conceive  him,  toffed 

indeed 


(    59     ) 

indeed  by  adverfe  waves  and  ad- 
verfe  winds,  teaching  barbarians 
the  life  of  the  compafs,  and  of 
things  of  which  their  language 
afforded  no  name  or  fymbol. 

But  the  winds  and  waves  fpared 
him.  After  fpringing  a  maft,  and 
carrying  away  a  foretop,  he  ar- 
rived fafe  at  his  place  of  deftina- 
tion. 

He  alone  who  had  failed  in 
a  hoglhead  would  have  braved 
fuch  dangers  ;  and,  having  braved 
them,   none  with   Ikill  inferior 

to 
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to  his  would  have  furmounted 
them. — The  laft  circumftaiice 
which  the  author  means  to  relate, 
will  throw  no  fmall  light  on  the 
forgiving  temper  of  Mr.  Bowles's 
mind.  The  reader  will  here  ob- 
ferve^  that  the  principle  which 
flieds  the  fineft  luflre  over  his 
aftions,  is  humanitv.  It  is  this 
ruhng  principle  in  the  heart  of 
Mr.  Bowles  which  has  chiefly 
influenced  the  author  to  record 
the  events  of  his  life.  The  author 
has  long  endeavoured  to  learn  to 
feparate  ferocioufnefs  from  cou- 
rage, and  bravery  from  barbarity; 
,  :  qualities 
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qualities  which  too  often  unite 
in  the  fame  perfon.  But  the  blaze 
which  ever  attends  valour  has 
not  blinded  him  throughout  any 
part  of  this  fhort  hiftory.  He 
relates  only  what  he  has  feen, 
-and  what  he  believes :  but  the 
moft  incredulous  may  err,  and 
the  moft  penetrating  is  liable  to 
be  deceived. 

His  cargo  being  lecured  on 
Ihore,  Mr.  Bowles  took  this  od- 
portunity  of  further  inftrufting 
his  five  companions  in  the   art 

of  navigation,  and  made  federal 

excur- 
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excurfions  from  the  land  into  the 
Florida  Gulph. 

On  his  return  from  one  of 
thefe  effajs,  he  was  hailed  and 
fired  into  by  a  Spanifh  guarda 
cofta,  exprefsly  cruifing  for 
him. 

This  was  a  moment  when  all 
his  prefence  of  mind  was  necef- 
fary  ;  and  he  well  knew,  if  he 
were  taken,  his  life  would  be  the 
forfeit,  A  reward,  fuch  as  was 
fufficient  to  (hake  the  fidelity  of 
moil  men  whofe  principles  of 

honour 
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honour  and  gratitude  were  not 
confirmed,  but  from  its  very  na- 
ture peculiarly  alluring  to  bar- 
barians, had  for  fome  time  before 
been  offered  by  Spanifh  procla- 
mation for  his  head,  with  which 
-he  was  well  acquainted  ^. 

But  theattachment  of  his  faith- 
ful aflbciates  was  not  to  be  cor- 
rupted by  the  love,  of  gold,  or 
the  more  powerful  and  fedu6tivc 
.  bait  of  uncontrouled  intoxication, 

*  The  reward  ofFered  was  fix  thousand 
<lollars,  and  fifteen  hundred  kegs  oftafEa, 
or  rum-diftilled  ^om  mohlTes, 

He 
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He  iliortened  fail ;  and  when 
the  Spaniards  had  hoifted  out 
their  boat  to  board  him,  Bowles 

returned  a  broadfide  from  fix 
four-pounders,  till  then,  conceal- 
ed from 'view.  This  unexpedled 
reception  threw  them  into  the 
utmoft  confufion  ;  and  they  fled 
with  all  the  fall  they  could  crowd, 
without  any  attempt  or  inten- 
tion on  his  part  to  purfue  them. 

He  again  landed;  conveyed  his 
chiefs  in  fafety  to  their  homes, 
amid  the  (houts  of  a  thoufand 
warriors.. 

Bowles's 
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Bowles's  attachment  to  the 
natives  was  now  manifeft;  and 
the  intereft  he  took  in  their  hap- 
pinefs  all  his  actions  ftrongly 
evinced.  In  return  he  became 
their  firft  counfellor,  and  com-' 
mander  in  chief*.  But  ambition 
and  envy  are  common  to  all  man- 
kind. This  open  preference  raifed 
him  many  rivals ;  and  nothing 
now  could  have  faved  him  but 
fuperior  {kill  and  fagacity. 

*  Counfellors  among  the  Creeks  are 
hereditary  ;  but  Mr.  Bowles  was  preferred 
to  this  dignified  ftation  through  adoption, 
and  made  commander  in  chief  of  their  ar- 
mies by  univcrfal  co^fent, 

]?  This 
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This  period  was  infinitely  the 
jnoft  dangerous  of  his  whole  life, 
Defperate  fadions,  and  bloody  re- 
folutions,  were  planned  for  his 
deftrudion  ;  and  fuch  were  the 
perils  that  furrounded  him,  that 
his  death  feemed  inevitable.Thus 
was  his  peace  of  mind  difturbed 
in  a  quarter  where  he  could  lead 
have  expe6led  it.  This^  however^ 
appears  to  have  been  his  iaft  ftrug- 
gle  for  acknowledged  fuperiority* 
His  adlive  and  penetrating  eye 
difcovered  all  the  machinations 
w^hich  were  formed  againft  him; 
and  his  invincible  courage  palfied 

the 


(  ^1  ) 

the  hand  of  the  affaffin.     The 
exalted  powers  of  his  mind  anni- 
hilated the  influence  of  his  foes ; 
his  integrity  flood  confpicuous ; 
and    his   love    for   the   nations, 
which  went  hand  in  hand  with 
his  life,  w^as  no  longer  to  be  fuf- 
peifled.     He  was  appointed  am- 
baflador  to  the  Britifh  King  by 
the  unanimous  voice  of  twenty 
thoufand  warriors,  ready  to  ha- 
zard their  lives  at  the  command 
of  their  beloved  brother,  fon,  and 
chief. 

In  ftature  Mr.  Bowles  com-* 
F  2  mands 
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mands  our  attention  from  his 
height,  and  the  conformation  of 
his  Hmbs,  fuch  as  that  of  the 
gladiator  in  the  ftatue,  denoting 
the  combined  qualities  of  ftrength 
and  activity.  With  a  countenance 
open,  bold,  and  penetrating,  he 
has  acquired  the  gravity  of  man- 
ners correfponding  with  thofe  of 
the  nations  whofe  habits  he  has 
affumed.  His  conflitution,  fu- 
perior  to  all  changes  of  climate, 
and  equal  to  the  greateft  bodily 
exertions, difdains  the  indulgence 
of  effeminate  pleafures.  Hunger 
and   cold   are   natural  evils,    to 

which 
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which  he  fubmits  without  a. 
murmur :  fatigue  and  want  of 
reft  he  confiders  as  the  unavoid- 
able attendants  of  a  warrior*s  life. 
Temperance  he  pra6lifes  from 
choice,  and  the  force  of  his  ex- 
ample manifefts  itfelf  among  his 
people.  In  the  endowments  of 
his  mind,  nature  has  peculiarly 
formed  him  for  great  and  daring 
achievements ;  but  the  leading 
feature  of  his  foul  is  ambition,  to 
which  every  other  paHion  is  made 
fubfervient. 

Intrepid  and  enterprlfing,  his 
.  F  3  motions. 
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motions,  the  efFcds  of  deliberate 
refledion,  are  fudden  as  light- 
ning, and  lefs  fufpeded.  Tfo 
thefe  talents  of  a  warrior,  he 
unites  accomplifhments  which 
not  only  excite  in  our  minds 
the  higheft  pitch  of  admiration, 
but  even  approach  to  the  marvel- 
lous, 

A  player,  without  having  feen 
above  three  dramatic  entertain- 
ments in  his  life,  and  thofe  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  army  at  New 
York.  A  painter,  who  never  felt 
the  eiFeds  of  the  art  but  on  a  fign 

pofl. 


(    70 

poft,  A  chemift,  without  even 
th«  rudiments  of  the  fcieiice.  A 
failor,  without  ftudy  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  navigation.  A  felf- 
taught  warrior,  inftrudling  fa- 
vages  in  ta£lics,  and  reducing 
their  barbarous  and  hitherto  uri- 
controuled  fpirits  to  the  rules  of 
military  difcipline.  A  legiflator, 
forming  a  code  of  laws  wifely 
adapted  to  their  manners  and 
fituation;  teaching  the  untutored 
•barbarian,  fhivering  at  every 
wintry  blaft,  to  fecure  himfeif 
againft  the  inclemency  of  the 
ieafons ;  and  changing  him  from 
F  4  the 
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the  hunter,  wafting  his  life  to 
preferve  a  precarious  fubfiftence, 
into  the  more  civilized  ftate  of 
a  herdfman  :  in  a  word,  altering 
his  whole  nature^without  making 
him  effeminate. 

And,  laftly,  let  us  contemplate 
him  as  a  politician,  unpraitifed 
in  courts,  yet  claiming  the  at- 
tention of  two  of  the  principal 
powers  of  Europe  (England  and 
Spain  ^'):    and   when  we  have 

*  If  the  author  is  not  mirinformed,  Mr, 
Bowles  has  already  engaged  in  a  corre- 
spondence with  count  Florida  Banca. 

*  viewed 
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viewed  him  affimilating  fuch 
contrarieties  of  charadler,  our 
admiration  will  have  no  bounds, 
when  it  is  known  that  the  Be- 
ioved  Warrior  of  the  moft  warlike 
of  all  the  native  American  tribes, 
has  but  juft  attained  his  fix-and- 
twentieth  year. 

Lovers  of  genius,  philofophers^ 
and  men  of  letters,  'tis  to  you 
that  this  portrait  is  dedicated. 
Encouragers  and  promoters  o( 
the  arts,  legiflators  who  love 
your  feJlow-creatures,  'tis  you 
who  can  inftrud;  the  original  in 

all 
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all  things  that  may  be  ufeful  to 
the  nations  he  may  one  day  go- 
vern ;  'tis  in  your  power  to  tem- 
per the  ardour  of  the  conqueror 
with  the  love  of  peace,  and  to 
turn  the  ambition  of  dominion 
to  the  fervice  of  mankind. 

Should  any  among  yoii  doubt 
the  likcnefs  thus  drawn,  fatlsfy 
yourfelves  with  the  original :  he 
is  eager  to  learn,  and  cannot  be 
afliamed  to  be  feen.  If  the  fea- 
tures appear  difproportlonate  to 
thofe  of  the  mafs  of  mankind,  let 
it  be  remembered  that  they  have 

been 
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been  forced  into  aggravation  by 
the  hand  of  neceffity ;  and  that 
the  fame  neceffity  which  compel- 
led the  original  to  ftrain  every 
nerve  and  mufcle  into  the  like- 
nefs  of  what  is  feldom  feen,  will 
juftlfy  the  colouring  of  the  copy. 
Let  them  be  alfo  reminded,  that 
,  though  Mr.  Bowles  has,  through 
neceffity,  occafionally  diftingulfh- 
edhimfelf  asaplayer,  painter,  che- 
mift,  mariner,  warrior,  legiflator^ 
and  politician,  he  is  yet  but  a  no- 
vice in  all  thefe  acquirements — 
that  he  whom  neceffity  compels 
to  affume  any  profeffion  from 
7  rules 
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rules  drawn  by  the  combination 
of  genius  and  accident,  to  an- 
fwer  the  difficulties  of  the  mo- 
ment, is  liable  to  forget  them 
as  foon  as  the  difficulties  ceafe. 
Genius  indeed  may,  on  emer- 
gency, call  to  its  aid  every  ait 
or  fcience ;  but  to  know  any 
accurately,  or  make  them  gene- 
rally ufeful,  they  muft  be  written 
before  they  can  be  taught,  and 
reduced  to  known  principles  be- 
fore they  can  be  remembered, 

I  have  now  finiflied  this  Inftruc- 
tivecharadterj  and,fhould  chance 

dire  a 
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dired  the  eye  of  Mr.  Bowles  to 
thefe  fhects,  the  author  cannot 
help  indulging  his  fancy  in  be- 
holding him,  for  the  firft  time  ill 
his  life,  contemplating  with  fur- 
prife  and  honcft  pride  thofe  pow- 
ers of  his  mind,  which  the  bufy 
and  adive  fcenes  which  have 
hitherto  employed  him,  muft 
have  prevented.  His  wonder  will 
be  doubtiefs  blended  with  lively 
gratitude,  on  finding  an  early  and 
eager  obferver  of  his  ad:ions  thus 
penetrating  into  the  receffes  of 
his  hdart,  defcribing  the  fecret 
.emotion  of  his  foul,  and  recalling 


i3 

to 
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to  his  memory  a  faithful  ftate  of 
his  mind  when  an  outcaft  from 
the  fociety  of  Chrlftian  men  ;  un- 
lefs  indeed  the  author  has  por- 
trayed a  fanciful  inflead  of  a  real 
jcharader. 

Should  a  recolleftion  of  what 
has  pafied  recal  one  to  his  mindy 
whofe  hand  and  whofe  heart  were 
always  ready  to  mitigate  the  ri- 
gour of  his  cruel  deftiny  (though 
of  great  powers  he  could  not 
boaft),  the  writer  will  not,  need 
not,  he  trufts,  blufli  to  acknow- 
ledge himfelf. 

May  this  feeble  and  unfkilful 

proof 
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proof  of  attachment  raife  Mr. 
Bowles  to  that  importance  in  his 
own  eftimation,  which  is  fo  ef- 
fcntial  to  great  defigns  ;  and  may- 
it  at  the  fame  time  remind  him, 
that  it  is  much  eafier  to  bear  ad- 
verfity  than  to  fupport  profpc- 
rity, 

Jn  Ohferver  of  Mankind. 
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